

Bellavia Makes It Official
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Iraq War veteran David Bellavia has become the first republican candidate to officially launch a bid for Congress in the new NY-27. The district picks up republican voters under the special master’s redistricting plan which is expected to be approved later this week, and is now expected to have a plus 7 in the Cook partisan voting rating. 

Bellavia has flirted with running for Congress on multiple occasions. He stepped aside for Chris Lee during the 2008 campiagn, and pushed hard to be both the republican and conservative party nominee during the special election, but was passed over for Assemblywoman Jane Corwin who lost to Hochul. 

Bellavia is likely to face competition from several better funded republicans including former Erie County Executive Chris Collins, who the Buffalo News’ Bob McCarthy reported is all but certain to run. 

Also, because the Congressional and state legislative primaries are split this year it’s possible that Senator Pat Gallivan could seek the GOP nomination in NY-27 and if he loses could then turn around and run for re-election to the state senate. He would have to get the okay from senate leadership, but his district is a safe GOP seat, so they probably wouldn’t stand in the way. 

Congressional primaries are on June 26 and the state legislature’s primaries are now slated for September 11. 

Another note from Bob McCarthy’s piece, link above, is that Erie County Minority Leader Jack Mills might also run for the seat and would be willing to commit half a million dollars of his own money to the race. 
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